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Introduction: This special talk on the history of Early Islam was conceived as a supplement to the 

students’ reading of the novel Basti which is a part of the Partition Literature paper. Since the novel 

makes frequent references to various Islamic historical events particularly the Karbala as well as 

Islamic myths and legends, it was necessary to provide the students with a clear background of 

Islamic history.  

Brief Report:The speaker lucidly charted the history of Islam from its inception to the fateful battle 

of Karbala and the schism it brought about. He also discussed the major legends surrounding the life 

of Prophet Muhammad as well as the basic tenets of the Islamic faith while outlining the differences 

between Shia and Sunni denominations. The lecture was student friendly and extremely informative 

and would enhance their understanding of the Islamic references in their prescribed text.  

 



No of Participants: 17 

 

Youtube Link: https://youtu.be/FQ6kKX5vQ1U?si=p11SmgwLxOjlyCqZ 
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